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MADAGASCAR (FRENCH). 


1900. 


(),04 


Fig. 641. 





Several minor varieties of the surcharge upon these stamps are 

known as follows : 

0,01 on 2e brown on buff :— 

Var. A :—Surcharge reads ‘‘ 00,1’ instead of ** 0,01 ”’ 
Var. B :—There is no comma in the surcharge. 

0,05 on 30c¢ brown on bistre: 
Var. A :—Surcharge reads ‘‘ 00,5’ instead of ‘0,05 °” 
Var. B:—There is no comma in the surcharge. 

0,10 on 5e¢ carmine :— 

Var A.—There is no comma in the surcharge. 

0,15 on 1fr. olive-green on straw :— 

Var. A :—There is no comma in the surcharge. 
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Fig. 642. 
Stamps of the Diego Suarez of the type of figure 642, surcharged 
as figure 641. 
0,01 on 2¢ brown on buff :— 
Var. A :—Surcharge reads ‘‘ 00,5’’ instead of ‘*0,05 °°. 


0,01 


Fig. 643. 

Surcharged as above on type shown in figure 640. 
0,01 on 2e brown on buff :— 

Var. A :—There is no comma in the surcharge. 
0,05 on 30e brown on bistre :— 

Var A :—There is no comma in the surcharge. 
0,10 on 50c¢ carmine :-— 

Var. A :—There is no comma in the surcharge. 


1903. 





The le value of the type illustrated above is known printed on a 
deep bluish paper instead of on the regular white paper. 


MADEIRA. 
1871-74. 





. Re 19 
Fig. 645. 


There are two types of the surcharge upon these stamps, which 
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may be distinguished by the shape of the letter. ‘‘D’’. In one it is 
comparatively thin while in the other it is very broad: 


MALTA. 


1902. 





Fig. 646. 
There is an error in the surcharge of the stamp shown above in 
which the word ** PENNY ”’ is spelled ‘‘ PNNEY”’. 


MARTINIQUE. 


1S90-91. 
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Fig. 647. 

Two of the surcharges as shown|above, have a slanting figure ‘*5”’. 

That surcharged as figure 647 is the 15c on 75e while, the 5¢ on 35e is 
of the type of figure 648. 





Several errors are to be found in the surcharge as shown in the 
above illustration. 
de on de black :— 
Var. A.—Slanting figure “*5”’ 
Var. B :—“ peste ”’ instead of ‘‘ POSTAGE ”’. 
de on Lde black :— 
Var. A :—‘‘ TIMBRE- POSTE ” 
L5e on 30e black :— 
Var. A :—Slanting figure “5°. 
Var. B:—‘‘ um” of ‘* MARTINIQUE ”’ omitted. 
Var. C :—“‘T”’ of ‘‘ TIMBRE ”’ omitted. 
Var. D:—‘* MART INIQUE”’ (space between ‘‘ T”’ and ‘*1’’), 





omitted. 
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Fig. 651. 
15e on 25e black on rose (figure 650 ):— 
Var. A :—Slanting figure ‘5”’. 
5e on 25c black on rose (Fig. 651). 
Var. A :—Slanting figure ‘‘5’’. 
Var. B :—‘ 1882’ instead of ‘1892’. 
Var. C :—‘‘ 95” instead of ‘605’. 
15e on 25¢ black on rose :— 
Var. A :—Slanting figure ‘5”’. 
Var. B :—‘‘ 1882 ”’ instead of ‘‘ 1892”. 


(To be continued.) 
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The Postal Service and Postage stamps of Malta. 


By JULES BOUVEZ. 








[Continued from page 210.) 





On the 19th of November, 1885, and not on January 1, 1886 as 
many authors have stated, the series of January 1, 1885 was completed 
by the issue of a stamp with the value of five shillings, as illustrated 
above. 

It is typographed upon a thick white paper bearing the Crown and 
©. C. watermark ; of a rose color; perforated 14 and measures 293x303 
mm. It bears, within a horizontally lined circle, a portrait of Queen 
Victoria. This circle is in the centre of a large eight-pointed Maltese 
cross, within a square frame and, in each of the four corners, is a small 
Maltese cross. The upper label is inscribed ‘‘ MALTA’’ and the lower 
one ‘‘ FIVE SHILLINGS’’. The issue of this stamp was primarly justified 
by the international money orders and it was very rarely used to frank 
letters. 

On January 1, 1899, a new tariff upon postal packets between the 
Colony and Great Britain and the modification of the tax on packets 
destined for points within the Colony was adopted and the Government 
of Malta issued a handsome series of four stamps, engraved and printed 
in taille douce. 

The two lower values were printed upon paper watermarked with 
the Crown and C, A. and the two higher values upon Crown and C. C. 
paper. 











The stamps of this series, illustrated above, are: four and one-half 
pence, black-brown ; the five pence, red; the two shillings and six 
pence, olive; and the ten shillings, slate. 

The four and one-half pence, measuring 18x27 mm., represents a 
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Maltese sailing vessel with its two triangular sails. At the top between 
two Maltese crosses which occupy square frames in the corners, is the 
word: ‘‘MALTA’’, At the bottom is the value: ‘‘ FOUR PENCE HALF 
PENNY’’. This value is also known in a clear brown instead of black- 
brown, but this variety is rare because only a very few sheets were so 
printed. 

The five pence, of an oblong shape, measures 213x18} mm. and 
shows us an ancient galleon of the chevaliers of Malta within a frame 
which is arched at the top. A small Maltese cross is in each of the 
upper corners, at each end of a frame bearing the word ‘‘ MALTA’’. 
At the sides are panoplies of arms and below is the value: ‘ FIVE 
PENCE’’. A variety of this stamp is also known, the color being a 
reddish rose. 

The two shilling and six pence, which is of large size and measures 
25x30 mm., reproduces, in an arched frame, a full length figure of a 
goddess facing to the front and wearing a plumed helmet. Her right 
hand rests upon an oval shield bearing the modern arms of Malta and 
her left hand holds an uplifted sword by the blade. Two flags appear 
behind the goddess ; one is that of Great Britain with the Admirals’ 
colors of white and red. The other bears the arms of the order of St. 
John of Jerusalem, a silver cross upon a golden field. At the sides 
are drooping laurel branches and above, in a curved line, ‘* MALTA ”’ 
while below is the value: ‘‘ TWO SHILLINGS AND SIX PENCE”’’. 

The ten shillings, which is of the same size and shape as the pre- 
ceding, reproduces the picture of that historical event, the shipwreck 
of St. Paul upon the Island. After his conversion St. Paul was sent to 
Rome to justify himself before Cwsar. The vessel upon which he, with 
numerous other passengers, embarked was caught ina violent storm 
which obliged them to land upon the island of Malta, where they were 
received by the natives, who lighted great fires to warm them and dry 
their clothes. Saint Paul in gathering dry branches for the fire, was 
bitten by a viper, from which he felt no ill effects. All these things 
are reproduced upon the stamp, where St. Paul may be seen thanking 
Providence for having escaped from shipwreck ; in the foreground are 
other shipwrecked persons reaching the beach and behind St. Paul may 
be seen the fire into which fell the viper which bit the Saint and, in 
the distance, is the ship, which appears to be sinking. 

All this is within an ornamental frame having, in the upper 
part, a large, ribbon-like label bearing at left ‘‘MALTA’”’, at right: 
‘POSTAGE’ and, in the centre, a Maltese cross. In the lower part of 
the frame is the word: ‘‘ SHILLINGS’, with the figure of value repeated 
in the corners. 

Of the four stamps of this interesting series the ten shillings is the 
only one upon which the value is shown in figures. Some copies of 
this stamp are known printed in indigo instead of slate ; they are very 
rare. 
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On the Ist of October, 1899, the tax upon journals and periodical 
publications, with or without supplements, was fixed at one farthing 
per two ounces, or fraction thereof, between all points within the Island. 
The decree provided, also, that packages of journals or periodicals 
should not exceed four pounds in weight nor be more than two feet long, 
one foot wide or one foot thick. This decision led to the creation of a 
new stamp of one-quarter of a penny, or one farthing, of the type shown 
above. It was not, then, January 1, 1900, but October 1, 1899 that this 
stamp appeared in the Island. 

The one farthing. red-brown, measures 223x18 mm.; is perforated 
14 and printed upon white paper watermarked with Crown and C,. A. 
It presents to us, in a frame with rounded corners, a view of the port 
of Valletta. Above is the inscription ‘‘MALTA’’ between two small 
Maltese crosses and, at the bottom, the value: ‘‘ONE FARTHING’’. It 
is well to note that this series was issued especially to frank matter sent 
from one part of the Island to another or to Great Britain and that it 
completed the series issued in 1885, without, in any way, replacing any 
of them. 

In June, 1902, a large stock of the two and one-half pence blue, of 
the 1885 series, being still on hand, while this value was rarely called 
for owing to the lowering of the rate upon letters to Great Britain to 
one penny it was decided that, while awaiting the issue of the stamps 
bearing the King’s head, they would surcharge a part of the stock of 
the two and one-half pence stamp with the words ‘‘ ONE PENNY ’’. These 
surcharged stamps were used simultaneously with the one penny, car- 
mine, of 1885, until 1903, the date of the King’s head series. 

We cannot pass over in silence an error which occurred in this 
surcharge. It consists of the spelling ‘‘ PNNEY ”’ instead of ‘‘ PENNY ”’ 
and is to be found once upon each half sheet (or pane) of sixty stamps. 
We will add, also, that the surcharge has been printed upon all three 
varieties of the stamp, so that it exists in dull blue, bright blue and 
ultramarine. 





The stamps with the King’s head, which appeared in 1903 and 
which we illustrate above, form a series of seven values intended to re- 
place those of the preceding series. They comprise: one-half penny, 
green; one penny, carmine and black ; two pence, gray and red-violet ; 
two and one-half pence, ultramarine and red-violet; three pence, red- 
lilac and gray; four pence, chocolate and black; and one shilling, 
purple and gray. 

It will be noted that this series contains a new value, the three 
pence. The creation of this value was due to the lowering of the rate 
upon letters to Great Britian and is intended specially for the prepay- 
ment of registered mail. The registration rate being fixed at two pence, 
to which must be added the regular postage rate of one penny, a single 
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stamp of the value of three pence would be sufficient for the entire pre- 
payment of a registered letter to Great Britain. 

Since the appearance of this new series the offices at Malta have, 
also, put at the disposal of the public the following stationery : 


1) Envelopes for registered mail, size 6x3} inches, price 2}p each or 
4/7p per package of 25; and a larger size, 8x5 inches, at 2}p 
each or 5/8p per package of 25. 

2) Newspaper wrappers of one-half penny, sold at seven pence per 
dozen. 

3) Stamped envelopes (1p), (ordinary letter, small commercial 
and a larger size) at one and one-half pence each ; two for 
2tp; 3 for 3tp; four for 4}p; six for 64p; eight for Sip; 
twelve for 1/1p and a package of two dozen for two shillings 
and six pence. 


Besides the post office employees there are others, generally mer- 
chants, who are recognized by the Administration as being allowed to 
sell stamps and they receive a discount of 1 per cent. upon the amount 
of their supplies. 
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The Die Varieties of the Nesbitt Series of 
United States Envelopes. 


By Vicror M. BERTHOLD. 
Copyrighted. A1l rights reserved. 








[ Continued from page 228 .] 





SECOND ISSUE: 1860. 


The 36th Congress, by an Act approved April 30, 1860, reduced 
postage on drop letters, also the charge for the delivery of a letter by 
carriers, to one cent. We further learn from the Report of the Post- 
master-General, dated December Ist, 1860, that ‘‘the new one cent 
envelope is designed mainly for circulars and will also be used largely 
for city correspondence ’’. In our days of cheap postage it strikes us 
as rather curious to be informed that the Post Office, to cover the ex- 
pense of collecting letters, dropped into letter boxes attached to lamp 
posts, which letters were delivered by the mail carriers to the next post 
office, evolved the scheme of printing two entirely different stamps on 
the same envelope, i.e. a ONE CENT (BLUE), and a new THREE 
CENTS (RED). The one cent paying the carrier’s fee, and the other 
stamp paying the postage. 

In addition to the one and three cent, the Post Office issued also a 
new SIX and TEN CENTS. In realty the latter two appeared in Octo- 
ber, 1860, while the ONE and FOUR CENTS were added in December 
of the same year. 

For the collector the most interesting novelty is, however, the in- 
vention of the wrapper now-a-days so commonly used that we can 
scarcely think of the time when this commodity did not exist: The 
sizes of the envelopes were also increased by the addition of a new 
one known as knife 9, bearing on the inside of the left flap the ‘‘patent 
lines.”’ 

ONE CENT: BLUE. 
HEAD OF FRANKLIN TO THE RIGHT, OVAL 20X24 MM. ‘ONE 


cr] 


CENT’? ABOVE; ‘{U. 8S. POSTAGE’’ BELOW. 
TWELVE VARIETIES. 

The easiest way of classifying the various dies is to extend the base 
line of the bust and note its position with regard to the letters ‘‘ A ”’ 
and ‘*G”’ of ** POSTAGE”’. By this simple method we obtain the 
following groups :— 

1) Bust points at G; 
2) § ‘¢ between A and G; 
3) * “« @A. 

Next in importance is to note the position of the back of the bust 
with reference to the strokes of letter ‘‘U’’. Calling the stroke next to the 
star ornament the first stroke, and that next to ‘‘S”’ the second, we have 
two additional distinctive features, Finally, the distance from the back 
of the bust to inner oval line furnishes a third valuable clue. 








256 


To the above we may add three 10 mm. unit distance measurements, 

taken from the upper end of the first stroke of ‘‘ U ”’ towards ‘‘ ONE”’; 

i from the right end of the horizontal stroke of “‘T”’ of “CENT”? to- 
i wards the ‘‘ E”’ of ‘* POSTAGE”’; and from the upper end of the final 
stroke of.‘‘N’’ of “CENT” towards the *“‘E”’ of “ONE”, noting 
i each time the end of the 10 mm. line. The result is shown in the sub- 


j joined table :— 

Measured from upper extremity of ‘‘U”’ the end of the 10 mm. 
: line touches right side of ‘‘O”’; strikes base of ‘‘N”’; 
i ° or falls between the strokes of ‘*N”’; 


Measured from ‘‘ T”’ the end of the 10 mm. line touches end of 
‘“E”’ reaches to about the middle of the lower horizontal 
stroke ; or falls behind ‘* E”’. 

Measured from ‘‘ N ’’ end of 10 mm. line touches upper end of ‘‘ E”’; 
reaches to the middle of the upper horizontal stroke; or 
falls outside ‘‘E”’. 

We are now well prepared to take up the several varieties. 

PERIOD AFTER ‘“ POSTAGE”. 
BUST POINTS AT ‘*G”’, 
Base line of bust touches ‘‘G ”’ to the left. 
Back of bust opposite 2nd bar of ‘‘U”’ in Varieties 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12. 
Unless otherwise stated the stamp measures 20}x24} mm. 





Variety 1:—‘“O” and ‘*N”’ or ““ONE” widely spaced. ‘SP’ near 
at top. ‘*CENT’’: ‘‘CEN”’ widely spaced at top. 
“NT” close. ‘‘POSTAGE”: ‘‘GE”’ near ito inner 
frame line. Back of bust far fromfinner oval., 
10 mm. from ‘‘ U ”’ strikes firstibar of ‘‘;N’’. 
10 mm. from ‘‘ N’”’ touches ‘* E”’’. 
10 mm. from ‘‘ T”’ strikes a little intoithe lower bar of 


, 
éé +93 


17’ of ** POSTAGE’. yay 





Variety 2:—Widely spaced between ‘‘U. S.”’ and inner frame line. 
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“ONE”: * ONE” near. Wide space between ‘‘U ”’ 
of ““U.S.”? and “O” of “ONE”. ‘*CENT”?: “EN” 
close. Distance between ‘‘ONE” and ‘‘CENT”’ only 
3mm. Back of bust far from inner oval line. 

10 mm. from ‘‘ U ’’ touches right side of ‘*O”’. 

oe ‘¢ “*N” touches middle of upper bar of ‘* E”’ 

of ‘*ONE’’. 

‘‘'T *’ strikes a little into the lower bar of 

‘“E” of ‘‘ POSTAGE”’. 

Variety 3:—‘‘S” of ‘U.S.’ nearly touches inner frame line. 
“CENT”: “CC” of ““CENTS” near inner frame line. 
‘“NT”? wide. Back of Bust far from inner oval line. 

10 mm. from ‘‘ U ’’ reaches to centre of ‘‘ N’’. 
= sc 6!N” touches ‘‘ E”’ of ““ ONE?”’. 
= ‘6 «'T * strikes a little into the lower bar of 
‘“E” of ‘ POSTAGE”’. 
BUST POINTS BETWEEN A AND G. 
BASE LINE OF BUST PASSES THROUGH RIGHT BAR OF A. 
Varieties 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 

Variety 4:—‘‘O” of “ POSTAGE” considerably above outer frame 

line; ‘‘TAGE”’ close, especially ‘‘GE’’, which are 
close to inner frame line and above level of the other 
letters. STAMP measures 20x24} mm. 
“ONE”: “NE” far apart. Letters of “‘ONE” 
especially the ‘‘ E”’ close to outer frame line. ‘‘CENT”’: 
“(”? far from “‘E.’’? ‘* POSTAGE”: ‘“*PO”’ close. 
“O° to U7: 73 mm, From end of upper right point 
of “‘C”’ to top of left stroke of ‘‘O” of “ONE ” is 
5 mm. 





Variety 5:—“ PO” of “POSTAGE” wide; ‘““OS” and ‘“ AGE”’’ 
near lower frame line: ‘‘GE” near. ‘‘ONE”: ‘* NE”? 
wide. Distance between ‘‘ ONE” and ‘‘ CENT” widest. 
Sometimes a spot under left star and also in central oval 
at back of head. A rare die. ‘*O” to ‘“*U’: 8mm. 
“OC” to E’:5 mm. falls considerably outside  E”’, 

Variety 6:—DISTANCE BETWEEN “S” of “U. 8. and “P” of 
“POSTAGE” wide. ‘‘ONE”’: ‘““NE”’ wide, and the 
latter tipped to right. ‘‘POSTAGE”: “PO” wide: 
“TE wide at foot: ‘‘GE’’ elose. There is often a 
comma after the “S” of ‘*POSTAGE”’’, and a dot 
above the head in the central oval under the ‘ N ”?’ 
of ‘*‘ONE”’. 








“QO” to **U?’: 74 mm. 
“C” to ‘*E”’: 5 mm. is barely outside ‘“ E”’, 
10 mm. from ‘‘ U ”’ falls at centre of ‘‘N’’. 


ee ce “e 


‘¢T ? touches middle of lower bar of ‘‘ E’’. 
This die is found greatly worn, especially in the wrap- 

4 pers. 

i Variety 7:—‘“‘U” anp “S” close. This is the only die in which back 

of bust nearly touches inner frame line. ‘‘ E”’ of 

“ONE” equidistant from oval lines. ‘‘ONE”’: ‘‘ NE” 

far apart. ‘‘ POSTAGE”: “PO” wide; ‘ST ”’ wide at 

t foot ; ‘‘ AGE” close. 

“QO” to “U”’: 8 mm. 

“C” to *E”: 5 mm. 

10 mm, from ‘‘T’’ touches ‘‘ E”’ to the left ; 

“s <6 UU” touches “ N ”’ 

° = «« —“N”? touches middle of top stroke of ‘‘ E”’ 

of ‘‘ONE’’. 





Variety 8 :—Similar to the last, but back of bust is some distance from 
inner oval line. ‘* POSTAGE”: “TAGE”? closely 
spaced and near outer frame line. 


10 mm, from ‘‘T ’’ strikes one-half mm. into the lower 
bar of * BE”, 

‘*U ” falls between ‘‘O” and ‘*N”’, 

“ec “ec a3 se N ? touches “ec E ”? 

54 mm. strikes ‘‘ E’’., 

“O” to “U”: 8} mm. 

There is a dot under the left star, and sometimes, also, 
one above it. 


ec “ec ec 


BUST POINTS AT A. 
BASE LINE OF BUST CUTS LEFT BAR OF A. 

Variety 9 :—Back of bust opposite first bar of “*U”. “S” of “U. 
S.”’ and “P”’ of ** POSTAGE”’ very close. ‘‘U. 8.’’ 
widely spaced. ‘‘ POSTAGE”’: ‘*OS” close to lower 
frame line. 

10 mm. from ‘‘ U ”’ touches ‘‘ N’’. 


POINT OF BUST BETWEEN A AnD G. Oval 20x24 mm. 


Variety 10 :—Back and front of bust cut into inner frame line. 
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NO PERIOD Arrer POSTAGE. Oval 21x25 mm. 


BUST POINTS BETWEEN A AND G, 





Variety 11 :—Back of bust opposite second bar of ‘“‘U”’. Base of 
bust nearly touches inner frame line, and entire bust 
low in frame. ‘“‘CENT”’’: ““C”’ much nearer ‘‘ E’’. 
‘“ POSTAGE” close to outer frame line. 

BUST POINTS AT G, 

Variety 12 :—Same as last, but back of bust far from inner frame line, 
and entire bust lowerin frame. ‘‘ CENT’: ‘‘C’’ much 
nearer ‘*E’’, ‘* POSTAGE”: ‘* POST” close to inner 

frame line. 


NEWSPAPER WRAPPERS. 


By the Act of Feb. 27th, 1861, Chap. LVII, Sec. 2, the Postmaster- 
General was authorized ‘‘ to. adopt such improvements as may be 
deemed advisable from time to time in connection with postage stamps 
or stamped envelopes for letters or newspapers.’’ Under authority of 
this Act the Postmaster decided to introduce one cent wrappers 
and they were first issued in October, 1861. By the Act of March 3, 
1863, the rate for transient newspapers was changed to two cents, and 
due to this Act, the Post Office issued what is known as the ‘ two 
cent, Jackson ’’, newspaper wrapper. 

* * * 


Collectors have often complained that the wrappers of this issue 
are troublesome. ‘This is largely due to the fact that no one has under- 
taken the task of compiling a complete list of the fairly numerous 
varieties in existence. Again, the various tints of paper used in this 
issue have justly caused a good deai of confusion. The catalogues dis- 
tinguished between coarse and yellow buff, salmon, pale buff and 
amber buff, pale and dark manila, but it is safe to assume that no 
two collectors would agree in regard to color. It seems reasonable to 
distinguish between buff, salmon buff (a pinkish yellow) and yellow 
buff, while the manila paper used for the one cent wrappers may 
properly be called coarse manila. 

To give the philatelist a broarder hold on this issue and a_ better 
insight, Mr. J. M. Bartels, together with the writer, has made a 
thorough study of the one cent wrapper, and the result of their 
united labor is embodied in the list which will follow this series of 
articles. 

For the identification of a wrapper of this issue it is well to observe 
the following method : 
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Note whether the paper is horizontally or vertically laid ; 

Whether or not the wrapper has a watermark ; 

Measure the distance between the top of the stamp and the 
horizontal edge of the wrapper ; it will be found that this 
distance varies from 35 to 120 mm. and constitutes a 
valuable help for differentiation and identification of a 
wrapper ; 

Note the dimensions of the wrapper which may be: 

148 x 225 to 227 mm. 
151 x 227 mm. 
148 x 257 mm. 
151 x 257 mm. 


In the absence of a watermark the paper may be either wove or 
laid. A noteworthy innovation in this issue is the introduction of 
orange paper used both for envelopes and wrappers. 

The one cent wrapper has also been found on a somewhat 
coarse, white paper, of which the writer has seen a single copy, con- 
tained in the magnificent collection of Mr. G. H. Worthington, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, but, as far as known, the white paper was not issued 
with the sanction of the Post Office authorities. 

An envelope on white paper, of a somewhat similar texture to the 
wrapper spoken of above, was in the collection of Mr. Van Derlip, of 
Boston, but, it is impossible to trace its present whereabouts, and, 
therefore, I have no means of ascertaining the die. 


(To be continued. ) 
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Some Stamp Designs. 





By C. A. Howes. 


( Continued from page 234.) 





In 1888 two new values were added to the then current set—a 25 sen 
and a1 yen stamp—each in a new type. The 25 sen stamp has the usual 
chrysanthemum crest and crossed branches in the center, but the upper 
spandrels contain some leaves, etc., that have a special significance of which 
the writer once made note ; unfortunately that note has disappeared and it 
has been impossible to regain the information, which is greatly regretted. 
The 1 yen stamp we have already spoken of under its leading feature, the 
chrysanthemum, but there will be tound in the uppzr corners two objects 
that require explanation. These are the old time couriers’ bells, and lest 
they should not be recognized, perhaps, they have been labelled in tiny 
characters, one on each, ek red or “courier bell”. They were somewhat 
similar to our so-called “sleigh bells” and were usually slung over the 
shoulder by the cord attached. The old courier system, spoken of in the 
quoted article on page 197, was adopted from the Chinese and was only for 
the conveyance of official letters and despatches. The couriers were hardy and 
fleet of foot, they wore but little clothing, often only a loin cloth, and carried 
their mail in bundles fastened to the ends of a bamboo pole resting on the 
shoulder. To guard against the chances of sickness or accident delaying 
him, the courier was often attended by a companion and the two performed 
their “ stage’ of the route at their utmost speed. The special service of the 
bell was to announce their approach to a post-station where the runner in 
waiting, thus warned, should be ready to snatch the pole and proceed with- 
out delay. Other pictures of the couriers’ bell wi!l be found in the upper 
corners of all the sez values of the 1899-1900 issue of stamps, duly labelled 
as before, though the design of the 25 and 50 sen stamps has both characters 
on each bell. The 25 sen stamp of 1888 has a smaller representation of the 
bell at each side of the central circle, separating the Japanese and English 
inscriptions. On the second design of the 1899 issue will also be noticed 
the sprig of cherry, with blossoms and fruit, at each side of the circular band 
containing the inscription, while each octagon in the corners of the third 
design is flanked by the ashi reeds. 
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On March 9g, 1894 Japan issued her first commemorative stamps. There 
were but two low values, 2 sen and 5 sen, but they served to announce to 
the world the twenty-fifth anniversary of the marriage of the Emperor and 
Empress. The present Emperor was born at Kioto, then the capital, on 
November 3, 1852, and succecded his father, the Emperor Komei, at the 
latter's death on February 13, 1867. The next year saw the abolition of the 
Shogunate and the Restoration, as it is called, which practically dates from 
October 12, 1868, when, with due ceremony corresponding to the coronation 
of Western monarchs, the Mikado assumed the full powers of government. 
The Mikado has no crown, however, the symbol of his station being a large 
gold decoration, perhaps six inches in diameter, representing the sun with 
the conventional thirty-two rays and set in the center with a very large 
diamond. This is worn on the breast. 

It may be remarked here that the name Mikado, usually applied to the 
Emperor by Europeans, was formerly his popular and official title, but it has 
now become practically obsolete in Japan. The word means “ Exalted (mz) 
Gate (4ado)” and is practically a synonym of the term ‘* Sublime Porte” as 
applied to the Sultan of Turkey. The u:ual appellation of the Japanese is 
Tenno, the ‘‘ Heavenly Emperor”, or Zenshi, the “Son of Heaven”, both 
terms having been borrowed from China. The Emperors have no family 
name, but do possess a personal name which is held to be sacred and is 
never repeated by and seldom known to their subjects. The name of the 
present incumbent is Mutsuhito. 

On March 9g, 1869, the Emperor married the Princess Haru-ko, daughter 
of Prince Ichijo, and she was on that day proclaimed Empress of Japan 
The design of the stamp which commemorates the anniversary is simple and 
yet appropriate. The center is, of course, the Imperial Chrysanthemum, 
while as supporters at its sides are two cranes, in a very much convention- 
alized form, which embody the wish for “many happy returrs”. It is 
popularly supposed by the Japanese that these birds, called ¢suru, live for a 
thousand years and they are, therefore, much employed as a symbol of 
longevity besides having a prominent place in Japanese art, where their 
many graceful forms and postures are familiar to us all On the stamps it 
will be noted that the arabesques which start from beneath the birds finally 
end in cherry blossoms in the two upper corners, while above the birds’ bills 
will be found the fruit as well as at either side of the value in Japanese. 





Once again, on May 10, 1go0, was there on occasion for issuing a com. 
memorative stamp, this time for the marriage of the Prince Imperial. 
Prince Yoshihito was born on August 31, 1879 and proclaimed Crown Prince 
or Kotaishi on November 3, 1889. On May 10, 1900 he married the 
Princess Sada-ko, daughter of Prince Kujo. The design on the stamp is 
emblematic of the occasion, for within the central oval is pictured a large 
box, called an orishiki, in which food is carried on the occasion of the 
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marriage of distinguished personages. It is made of thin wood by folding 
at the corners (like our pasteboard boxes) and contains rice cakes called 
mikka yo mochi, or “ three days’ and nights’ bread ”, because they are left in 
the bridal chamber for that length of time after the wedding for the newly 
married couple to regale themselves with if they so desire. There are said 
to be as many cakes as there are years in the bride’s age. The box is 
ornamented with cranes (¢susu) and pine sprigs (matsu). both of which are 
emblems of longevity for, as already remarked, the crane is supposed to live 
a thousand years while the pine tree is believed never to die. The smaller 
box nearer the frort is called a yangibako or wicker box, and is covered with 
fine red paper. It serves to hold the communications between the interested 
parties relating to the arrangements for the marriage. 

An account of the Imperial wedding which was published in the /Japfan 
Mail will be interesting to our readers, no doubt, in this connection The 
paper says :— 


‘* Everything moved with clock-like regularity so far as the official arrangements were 
concerned, The Imperial couple left their respective residences at half past seven in the 
morning, and proceeded by different routes to the Palace. This part of the programme was 
not distinguished by any special display. The Prince rode in an ordinary carriage, duly 
escorted by lancers and preceded by outriders. He wore his military uniform of Major, and 
the waiting crowds saw little to distinguish the occasion from one of the every-day comings 
and goings of His Imperial Highness. The passage of Princess Sada to the ceremony which 
was to make her the future Empress of Japan, presented features of great interest, for she 
wore the old court costume of Japan, and her pretty face was framed in the wonderful 
coiffure—expensive, angular and inartistic—which, in defiance of the law of the survival of 
the fittest, still holds the place of honor among Japanese head-dresses, a relic of the days 
when the country founded its fashions on Korean suggestions. The bride’s progress did 
not elicit any demonatration from the crowds through which her equipage passed, preceded 
by carriages of Chamberlains, escorted by lancers, and followed by coaches carrying various 
dignitaries. She reached the Palace nearly half an hour before the Prince—an arrangement 
which may be regarded as the only mark of deference paid to the traditional inferiority of 
the fair sex in Japan on this occasion. 

‘* The Prince, after arriving at the Palace, donned a Japanese costume appropriate to 
the occasion, and the Imperial couple then repaired to the Sanctuary, the Prince led by the 
Grand Master of Ceremonies, Baron Sannomiya, and followed by the Chamberlain bearing 
the Sacred Sword ; the Princess, conducted by a Master of Ceremonies and supported by two 
maids of Honour. The rites performed in the Sanctuary were particularly interesting. Not 
for their own sake, indeed since they consisted merely of the offering of evergreen branches 
at the Imperial Shrines ; the recital of a2 marriage ritual by the Prince ; the drinking of 
sacred sake, and various obeisances before the Altar of the Sanctuary, while a naval squadron 
issembled in Shinagawa Bay and troops at Aoyama fired salutes of 101 guns. But the note- 
worthiness of this ceremonial will be understood when we say that it was altogether novel. 
An Imperial marriage in Japan had never previously been solomnized in such a manner. 
The old custom did not demand anything more than a public announcement. A _ certain 
lady was gazetted to the post of Imperial consort, just as a man who had deserved well of 
the State might have been gazetted to some high office. No religious element of any kind 
used to be imported into the procedure, whereas the rites solomnized on Thursday give to 
the Imperial marriage a character of the highest sanctity. The innovation is due, of course, 
to Marquis Ito. It represents part of the work upon which that eminent statesman is now 
engaged ; the work of constructing a code to regulate all affairs relating to Imperialism in 
Japan, 

‘* After the ceremony in the Sanctuary the Imperial couple change their costumes, the 
Prince now wearing the usual Court dress, and the Princess donning foreign robes. They 
then repaired to the presence of the Emperor and Empress ; received the congratulations 
of their Majesties ; drank the traditional ‘ cups of felication’; and taking their leave, entered 
a State coach drawn by four horses, preceded and followed by carriages containing high 
dignitaries of the Household, and escorted by lancers. This part of the great event had 
been most eagerly awaited by the public, for it was known that the State coach, especially 
constructed for the occasion, would be an object of great magnificence, and it was rumored 
that the Imperial couple would wear Japanese costumes. In one respect the expectation was 
satisfied. The coach was distinctly gorgeous—a glittering structure of rich lacquer, glowing 
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gold and bright glass—and the four horses were caparisoned in right royal style. But there 
was no vestige of Japanese costume, The Prince wore his court robes, stiff with gold lace, 
and the Princess had on a dress just such as any European lady would have chosen unde 
the circumstances. The crowds were perhaps a little disappointed, but they raised a chorus 
of tanzai as the procession passed. A few hours of comparative quiet succeeded, ard in 
the afternoon at four o’clock the Imperial bridegroom and bride proceeded once more to the 
Palace where arrangements had been made for a 1eception on a large scale * * * * * * 
At about seven o’clock the great throng began to wend its path to the points of exist. On 
the way thither each guest handed in his card of invitation and received in return a silver 
bonbonniére, certainly the most beautiful souvenir of the kind hitherto given in the Palace 
Thereafter followed illuminations and fireworks of the usual kind.” , 


Concerning the issue of the commemorative stamp, the following notice 
was sent to tne Editor of the Japan Matl :— 

Sir,—! beg to inform you that the postage stamps specially issued for the commemora- 
tion of the Imperial Wedding can be obtained at Post Offices as well as Postal Agencies after 
this date 

The public, however, is strictly cautioned not to use them before the date, 1oth May, 
and should mail matters bearing the stamp be posted before the above-mentioned date, 
they will be treated as unpaid or insufficiently paid matter. 

The postage stamps can only be used for the domestic mail and are invalid on foreign 
mail packages, except for China and Korea, where Japanese Post Offices are established. 

Yours respectfully, 
N. Narita, 
Yoxouama, April 28th, 1900. Supt. of Foreign Mails. 


It will thus be seen that the issue of the stamp to the public began on 
April 28, 1900, but that the stamps were invalid for use until the day of the 
ceremony. 

For the remainder of the stamp design, we find the Imperial Crest at 
the top with crossed chrysanthemum branches beneath, while in the four 
corners are sprays of wistaria, or /ujt, which is the crest of the Princess’ 
family At the bottom of the oval are two swallows, called ¢subame, whose 
significance must have been borrowed from Western nations where they are 
an emblem of domesticity, for in Japan, unless we are greitly mistaken, 
these birds are rather a portent of fire on the premises. 


(To be continued. ) 
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Our English Letter. 


By EpwWARD J. NANKIVELL. 


LONDON, 10, June, 1905. 


The readers of the A. J. P. will naturally have concluded that 
after such a mauling as their harmless and inoffensive English Corres- 
pondent got in the October A. J. P. of last year at the hands of two 
brawny editors, that he will have had to spend the intervening months 
in hospital undergoing necessary repairs. And it is only now that he 
feels sufficiently recovered to even venture to resume his timorous com- 
ments on matters philatelic. 


Despite the anathemas, we deluded English collectors have taken 
to the multiple watermark like ducks take to water, and what I ventured 
to hint as to the probability of some of the single C. A.’s running scarce, 
has come to pass. Take the Lagos, for example. The single ©. A. 
series can scarcely be had for the love of money. Dealers are asking 
£8 per set for stamps that total up to only 19s. 103d. face value, which 
could be had at face or a little over a few weeks since. 


Business cannot be said to have actually taken any decided turn 
for the better yet, but there is a more buoyant feeling, and a stronger 
impression that we have at last touched the bottom of a long period of 
great depression. 


One of the most marked signs of the times in the philatelic outlook 
is that the new Gibbons catalogue, just out, no longer continues the 
reduction of prices that has been so marked a feature of our Gibbons 
for several years. All through the new Gibbons we have admissions 
of the fact that stamps can no longer be had to be sold at the reduced 
prices. As a consequence prices have been advanced, cautiously, all 
round, with a very exceptional drop here and there where a stamp has 
been obviously overvalued, 


Another marked feature of the times is the fact that the firm that 
may be said to feel the pulse of the philatelic market more than any 
other has had the courage to start a weekly philateliec journal. As the 
editor of this new weekly it is not for me to trumpet my own work, but 
[ may say that I have for many years advocated a weekly stamp paper 
for young collectors and beginners of all ages as a necessary item in 
the missionary work of raising and training recruits and reviving the 
slackening interest of others. I am glad to say that it seems to be 
having asplendid effect from which there is an admitted gain all around, 
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The young collector has been sadly neglected with us, but that sort 
of thing will, it is to be hoped, now be remedied. In fact, just now it 
is the young collector who is asserting himself. He has held a most 
successful two-days Exhibition on his own account in the very centre 
of philatelic avenue, otherwise the Strand, W.C., and he hasa flourish- 
ing society of his own, and what is even more important than all he is 
learning how to blow his own trumpet most vigorously. Indeed, in the 
art of self advertisements he is going ahead in a manner that puts the 
older societies to the blush. 


To balance the increase of collectable issues federation is in the 
air. We have already seen strong promise of the ultimate federation 
of all the British South African colonies. That would mean at least 
half a dozen issuing countries condensed into one. Then the process of 
federation has been going on in East Africa. Uganda no longer issues 
a separate set of postage stamps, but has become part of East Africa. 
On the other side of the African continent there are active signs of 
federation. One Governor has been appointed for Lagos and Northern 
Nigeria, and it has been announced that these two colonies are to be 
combined into one colony, and we are now nearing the time when the 
Australian Colonies will, we hope, have one stamp common to all. 


These are crumbs of comfort for the near future. When they come 
into operation they will add desirable countries to the smal] but interest 
ing list of those that may be completed. 


This by the way opens up a much more sane line of collecting than 
that of stopping at 1890. Let those who feel their gorge rise so badly 
at new issues take up one or other of the countries that have ceased top 
issue separate stamps. There is already a good choice among the once 
separate States of Germany and Italy. And among our own British 
colonies there are the once separate colonies of North America, also the 
later colonies of Uganda and the Leeward Islands. 











The Postage and Postage Due Stamps of 
Holland and Dutch Indies. 


By E. W. WETHERELL. 
(Continued from page 167.) 

I come now to the issue of 1869, which shows the arms of Holland 
in lieu of the portrait of the King. This issue, small as it is, has certain 
characteristics and is, to the beginner, almost the most difficult of all 
the emissions, but, when carefully studied, it ceases to be the great 
terror that it appears to be when first examined. 

The stamps, which were intended for newspapers, were engraved 
on wood by Virey Freres in Paris and typographed by J. Nusson. The 
sheets consist of 200 stamps. The paper first employed was very thick 
and all the stamps printed on this paper are perforated 14, small holes, 
—there is no variation from this rule. The le black and the 2¢ deep 
yellow were the first to appear and these two stamps never have any 
perforation but 14. Later came the je, the le (green), the 2¢ (yellow) 
and the 24c¢ lilac, and, lastly, the 243¢ red-lilae and the ljc rose. There 
are numerous shades of all these stamps, but the 2c deep yellow is quite 
distinet from the numerous shades of pale yellow and yellow-buff, which 
came later. 

The following is the list of these stamps, arranged according to the 
plan which I have been following in this article : 


PRIME VARIETIES MAJOR VARIETIES MINOR VARIETIES. TRIVIALITIES. 
For the Begianer. For the Advanced Collector. For the Specialist, For the Microscopist. 
Very thick paper. 

XIV. 1c black Perf. 14, XIVA. 1c double print 

XV. Yc brown XIVB. 1c with period 

XVI. ic green XIV. ic black XIVB. tc black with 

XVII. 1% c rose XVIIIA. 2c deep yellow all the shading of < 

XVIII. 2c yellow the top leaf omitted. = 


XIX. 2%c lilac 
Medium paper. 
Perf, 14. 
XVIA. 1c emerald 
green 
2c yellow 
Perf. 13, small holes, 
XVA. %c brown 
XVAa. %c dark brown 
XVIB. Ic green 
XVIBa Ic pale green 
XVIIIB = 2c yellow 
XIXA. 2c lilac 
Perf. 13% (134§x13), 


clean cut. 
XVB. yc brown 
XVIC, Ic green 


XVIIA_ 1%c rose 
XVIIIC  —-2¢ yellow 
XIXB. 2%c red-lilac 
Laid paper. 
XVIIID. 2c yellow XVAb. Yc brown 
Bluish paper. with large flaw in 


XVC, —-¥%c brown frame. 
XVID. Ic green 


( To be continued.) 


There are practically no minute varieties in 
this issue, such as badly cleaned plates, 


of gum, etc. 


All the stamps vary greatly in shade and in 
the thickness of the paper. 








268 























CHINA.—The Monthly Journal has seen a horizontal strip of three 
of the 2c of 1898 (our No. 65) imperforate vertically between the stamps, 
although the strip is perforated all around. 


< ai ai <t ai 


GERMANY—Offices in Moroeco.—The Philatelic Record says that the 
50c on 40pf exists with the ‘‘ &”’ of ‘‘CENTIMOS”’ inverted. 


a <> i a } 


GERMANY—Offices in Turkey.—The Monthly Journal has seen the 
10 piastres on 2m blue with the horizontal serif on the top of the ‘*A.”’ 


a <P ? a ai 


Hayti.—We have seen the 50e of 1904 (our No. 101L ina (éte-béché 
pair. 


+? &% @ & 
LIBERIA.— The Philatelic Record has seen a used copy of the 8e 


of 1892 (our No. 37) with the centre inverted. 


REUNION.—We quote from the Monthly Journal as follows: ‘(A 
correspondent of Le C. de T.-P. draws attention to a new trick that is 
played by local speculators in the provisionals of 1901. Wishing to 
reduce their holdings, which they doubtless find rather heavy stock, 
without actually losing money on them, they are using some of the 
stamps for postage, but they first mutilate them by cutting off corners 
or clipping little pieces out, so as to render them valueless to collectors. 

‘‘Qur contemporary gives illustrations of a strip of three 5¢ on 50c 
and a single copy of 15¢ on ifr, which have evidentiy been deliber- 
ately, damaged before being used. It is what may be termed a ‘dirty 
trick, and one not likely to increase the popularity of French colonial 
provisionals.’’ 

We heartily endorse the above opinion and feel constrained to add 
that we cannot but think that the much agitated question as to ‘‘who 
was the meanest man in the world ”’ is definitely settled at last. 
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ABYSSINIA.— Le Collectionneur de 
Timbres- Poste says that the postage 
due stamps no longer bear the 
transverse inscription in Amharic, 
but are now surcharged with a 
large ‘*T,”’ probably handstamped, 
in various colors. 

Postage Due stamp. 

Perforated 14x13. 

Surcharged in various colors. 
ig green 

r salmon 

r blue 

r dark brown 

lilae-brown 

violet 

‘ black 


J 


| 


Iz 


yz 
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ANGOLA.—A new surcharge has 
made its appearance here; it is on 
the current 65 reis. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
5Or on 65r dull blue 


AUSTRIA.—Two of the newspa- 
per stamps with the shiny bars 
across the face of the stamp have 
appeared. 

Newspaper stamps. 

Impertorate. 
10h brown 
20h rose 


BELGIUM.—We have received 
the 10c of the new series, which we 
illustrate together with the other 
stamps of the same series. 














BEL CIE 2g ae J 
NEPASLIVRER LE DMANCHE WEPAS LIVRER LE DMANCHE 
NT BESTELLEN OP ZONDAC WET BESTELLEN OPZ0WOMC 


Adhesive stamp. 
Perforated 14. 
10c dull carmine 


BRITISH GUIANA.—Another of 
the current series upon the new 
paper has been issued. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Multiple 
and ©, A. 

Perforated 14. 

Se dark gray and lilae-brown 


Crown 


CAPE VERDE.—We note the ap 
pearance of a new value surcharged 
upon the current 65 reis. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
50r on 65 dull blue 
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COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC.—We 
are in receipt of a new series of In- 
sured Letter Stamps from this 
country. They are all printed in 
black on colored paper. We hope 
to illustrate them next month. 

Insured Letter Stamps. 

Perforated 133. 

5e black on yellow 


10c ** ‘* green 
lc “§ ‘* stone 
20c ‘* ‘* blue-gray 
25e ‘ “* deep pink 


DANISH WEST INDIES.—Several 
of our contemporaries list a new 
series of adhesive stamps in the 
new currency. We hope to illus- 
trate the design next month. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 13. 

5b green 
10b red 
20b light green and gray 
25b blue 
40b red and gray 
5Ob gold 


ECUADOR.—Le Journal des Phi 
latelistes says that the centennial 
stamps (our Nos. 232-237) have 
been surcharged “OriciAL’’ in 
sans serif capitals enclosed in a 
double-lined frame. 

Official stamps. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 

le red and black 
2c blue‘ & 

5e yellow and black 
10¢ red = we 
20c¢ blue a ne 
5O0c yellow ‘6 ¢* 


FRANCE—Offices in the Levant. 
—We find that we have omitted to 
chronicle the Beirut provisional is- 
sued on Jan. 17th last. We quote, 


therefore, from the Monthly Journal 
as follows: ‘‘A correspondent at 
Beirut tells us that, on January 
17th, 1,000 copies of the 15e, pale 
red, of 1902, were altered in value to 
1 piastre. The excuse given was 
that all other denominations had 
been sold out, and it was stated that 
these provisionals were aflixed to 
letters in the Post Office and that 
none were sold to the public, their 
use extending over a period of 
about nine days. Our correspon- 
dent adds: ‘It is generally under- 
stood in town, however, that the 
greater number of these stamps 
found their way into the possession 
of the Postmaster and his clerks, 
and they are now being offered for 
sale at fifty frances each.’ wins 
The overprint is ‘1 PIAstre— 
BEYROUTH” in two lines in black.”” 
The stamp used for this surcharge 
is our No. 627. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14x13}. 

Black surcharge. 
Ip on 15e pale red 
ipeniie * * 

ror 


(PIASTTE, er 


GIBRALTAR.—British Offices in 
Morocco. — Fwen’s Weekly Stamp 
News notes a new value of the 
King’s head series, but upon the 
old paper. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Crown and C, A. 

Perforated 14, 

Black sureharge. 
50¢ violet 


GUADELOUPE, — Fwen’s Weekly 
Stamp News says: ‘* An oblong 
pictorial set has been printed for 
this French Colony and is now on 
sale in Paris.’ There are three 
types; the first, used for the values 
from le to 15e, is a view of a 
town, showing the main street; the 








second, used for the values from 
20c to 75c, shows a palm tree and 
mountains, while the third, used 
for the higher values, shows a view 
of a town and harbor. 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated 14x13}. 

le black on bluish 

2e lilac-brown on straw 

4e brown on azure 

5e green 

10¢ rose 

1l5e violet 
20e red on green 
25e blue 
30¢e black 
40¢ red on straw 
50e gray-green on straw 

75c¢ carmine on blue 

Ifr black on green 
2tr carmine on orange 
5tr deep blue on orange 


GUINEA.—The current 65 
stamp has received a new 
charge. 


reis 
sur- 


Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
5Or on 65r dull blue. 


HUNGARY.—The Monthly Journal 
says: ‘* We have received the 60 
filler with the new watermark; 
also the 50 filler on the same paper, 
but in a lighter color than before. 
The first color, which we termed 
magenta, is stated to have been em- 
ployed in error; the new one might 
perhaps be called /ake-red.”’ 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Crown. 

Perforated 12. 
50f lake-red 
60f light green 


INDIA—Chamba.—Several more 
varieties of the current Indian 
series have been surcharged for use 
here: 


Adhesive stamps. 
Watermarked Star. 
Perforated 14. 
Black surcharge. 
3a brown-orange 
12a brown on red 
Official stamps. 
Watermarked Star. 
Perforated 14. 
Black surcharge. 
3p gray 
4a olive-green 
8a red-violet 
lr carmine and green 


INDIA—Gwalior.—Several of our 
contemporaries state that two more 
values of the King’s head series 
have been surcharged for use in 
this State. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Star. 

Perforated 14. 

Black surcharge. 

6a bistre 
8a red-violet 


Jaipur.—Ewen’s Weekly Stamp 
News says that three new values 
of the current design have been 
issued. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 12}x12. 
4a brown 
Sa deep violet 

Ir yellow 


Jhind.—The Philatelic Record says 
that the 6a, 12a and Ir of the cur- 
rent Indian series have been sur- 
charged for use here. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Star. 

Perforated 14. 

Black surcharge. 

6a bistre 
12@ brown on red 
lr carmine and green 








INHAMBANE.—The current 65 
reis has been surcharged with a 
new value. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
50r on 65r dull blue 


LOURENZO MARQUEZ.—The 65 
reis has been surcharged with a 
new value. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
50r on 65r dull blue 


MACAO.—The 12 avos stamp has 
been surcharged with a new value. 
Adhesive stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
Black surcharge. 
10a on 12a lilae 


MADAGASCAR (French. ) — We 
have not hitherto chronicled the 
5e on Sfr issued early in the year 
as no one seemed to know just what 
the stamp was. Now, however, 
some of our contemporaries state 
that the stamp which was sur- 
charged is the 5fr of 1896-1900, 
our No. 41, and that the stamp is 
as regular as many of the others 
of its ilk. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14x15}. 

Black surcharge. 
5¢ on Sfr red-lilac on lavender 


MOZAMBIQUE.—The current 65 
reis has been surcharged with a 
new value. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
50r on 65r dull blue 


NATAL.—Gibbous Stamp Weekly 
announces the four pence of the 
current series upon the new paper 
and the Monthly Journal says that 
the one-half penny and one penny 
official stamps, chronicled by us 
in February last, exist on the new 
paper as well as the old, and that 
the entire series is now used only 
by the Railway Department. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Multiple 
and C, A. 

Perforated 14. 

4p gray-brown and scarlet 

Official stamps. 

Watermarked 
and C, A. 

Perforated 14. 

sp blue-green 

Ip rose 


Crown 


Multiple Crown 


NEW SOUTH WALES.—the 


Monthly Journal has seen the cur- 
rent 1s stamp, on chalk-surfaced 
paper, in a new shade. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Large Crown and 
N.8. W. 

Perforated 11x12, 12. 

Is purple 


NICARAGUA.—W e have received 
some new surcharges from this 
country. The 2c of 1900 has been 
surcharged ‘41 Cent.—1904’’ in 
two horizontal lines, in a type 
similar to that of our Nos. 144- 
151 excepting that the whole word 
“CENT”? is in lower case type, 
the ‘*c’’ not being a capital. Then 
we have the long suffering 10¢ 
violet of 1902, this time surcharged 
‘* 5 CENTS.’’ in one horizontal line 
of capital letters and, finally, we 
have the 380c telegraph stamp of 
1900, surcharged vertically, read- 
ing downwards, ‘* VALE © 10” in 
the same type as shown in our 











illustration of the 5e on 10¢ in 
January last. This last was used 
on a letter in conjunction with the 
le and 2e, 1900, and the 2c, 1903- 
04. We hear, also, of a 15e tele- 
graph stamp surcharged with the 
same value, but are not sure that 
the surcharge is of the same type. 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated 12. 
Blue surcharge. 
le on 2¢ vermilion 
le on 2e - (inverted sur. ) 
Black surcharge. 
de on 10¢ violet 
Telegraph stamps used postally. 
Perforated 12. 
Black surcharge. 
10e on 15e blue 


10e “ec 30e “e 


NORWAY .—Lwen’s Weekly Stamp 
News says that 200,000 of the 2s 
orange, of 1867 (our No. 12), have 
been surcharged to replace the high 
values which, as they bore the 
head of King Oscar, of Sweden, 
were withdrawn from use on June 
30th last. The overprint is in 
heavy block letters across the bot- 
tom of the stamp. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 14}x13}. 

ikr on 2s orange, green sur. 

Ikr 506 on 2s orange, blue sur. 
2kr on 2s orange, carmine sur. 


PANAMA.—From evidence re- 
cently submitted to us by Mr. M. 
I). Senior and others we are forced 
to believe that there has been 
another printing, from an entirely 
new setting, of the le and 5e values 
of the fourth Panama surcharge, 
our numbers 76 and 78. Indeed, 
in the case of the five centavos, we 
believe that two new settings have 
been used. 

The first of 


these settings is 


A 
27: 


practically the same as that first 
chronicled excepting that two 
hitherto unknown varieties are to 
be found upon it, as follows: On 
the 41st and 46th stamps the sur- 
charge on the right side of the 
stamp reads ‘‘PANAAM ”’ instead of 
‘*PANAMA’’, Inthesecond variety 
the final “‘A*’ of ‘* PANAMA” is 
raised about four or fivemm. above 
the level of the other letters of the 
word. ; 

The second setting is similar to 
those already known excepting that 
it is printed ina very deep shade 
of carmine ink which has a bright, 
shiny appearance, as if it contained 
considerable varnish, and the 
bar at the top is 2} mm. thick in- 
stead of only 2 mm. as in the other 
settings. On the 24th and 29th 
stamps in the sheet the right hand 
surcharge has an inverted ‘‘M ”’ in 
‘““PANAMA’’ and there is also a 
variety in which the final ‘‘ A” of 
that word is dropped quite a dis- 
tance below the level of the other 
letters. The earliest dated post- 
mark on any of thesestamps which 
we haveseen is ‘‘PANAMA, 6/23/05”’. 

Mr. Senior also tells us that he 
has the 50c of the fourth Panama 
surcharge, our No. 81, surcharged 
in black. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 12. 

Carmine surcharge. 

le green (‘* Panaam’’ ) 

le ‘** (final *‘ A’? raised) 

5e blue (‘* Panaam ’’ ) 
Be ‘* (final ‘‘ a’ raised ) 

Black surcharge. 
50e bistre brown 

Dark, shiny carmine surcharge. 

5e blue 
oo 


be §&¢ 


(inverted ‘* m’’) 
(final ** 4°’ dropped 


PARAGUAY. — Le Collectionneur 


de Timbres- Poste notes the le and 
2e with the date ‘1904’. 
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Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 11}. 
le yellow-green 
2c orange 


PORTUGAL.—Le Journal des 
Philatelistes says that the colors of 
two of the stamps of the current 
series have been changed. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 12. 
50r ultramarine 
75r brown on yellow 





PORTUGUESE CONGO.—The cur- 
rent 65 reis stamp has received a 
new surcharge. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
50r on 65r dull blue 


PORTUGUESE INDIA.—The 2} 
tangas has been surcharged with a 
new value. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
2t on 2}t yellow-brown 


ST. THOMAS AND PRINCE IS- 
LANDS.—The current 65 reis has 
been surcharged with a new value. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 
50r on 65r dull blue 


SPAIN.—We have seen the 15c 
value (our type A35) in a new 


color. Ewen’s Weekly Stamp News 
notes a special delivery stamp 
which has just been issued. It is 


oblong, bears a winged horse and 
arms in the centre and is inscribed 





** CORRESPONDENCIA URGENTE”? at 
top. 
Adhesive stamp. 
Perforated 14. 
15e bright purple 
Special Delivery stamp. 
Perforated. 
20¢ red 


TIMOR.—The current 12 avos 
has been surcharged with a new 
value. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
10a on 12a dull blue 


TRANSVAAL.—CGibbons Stamp 
Weekly announces the one penny 
and one shilling stamps of the cur- 
rent series upon the new paper. 

Adhesive stamps. 


Watermarked Multiple Crown 
and C, A. 
Perforated 14. 
1d. searlet and black 
1s. olive-green and black 
VENEZUELA.—It is announced 


that a set of commemorative 
stamps, bearing the head of Genera! 
Castro, has been issued in this 
country. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 
de red 
10¢ blue 
25¢ yellow 


ZAMBESIA.—The current 65 reis 
has been surcharged with a new 
value. 


Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
50r on 65r dull blue 











Enterprise Philatelic Society ‘London.) 


Librarian’s Report.—There are still a few vacancies in Magazine 
Circuit No. 2, and members desirous of joining are requested to at once 
communicate with the Librarian. 

The Society’s Library has expanded considerably of late, no less 
than thirty-four bound vols. having been added to the list during the 
past six weeks. Votes of thanks were passed to Messrs. F. J. Melville, 
Kk. A. Klaber, W. B. Edwards, and Whitfield King & Co., at the last 
meeting. Several important volumes are, however, still lacking, and 
donations of any description will be thankfully received by any of the 
Committee and acknowledged in due course. 

The importance of a good Library is recognized by the Committee, 
and with members’ support, it is hoped to get together a representative 
collection of the world’s philatelie literature. 

No list will be issued for the present. Members are invited to 
make known their wants, and if the desired volume is not already in the 
Library, it will either be procured immediately or at the earliest 
opportuuity. 

It is hoped that members will make good use of the section during 
the Summer months. Any book or paper will be at once forwarded on 
receipt of postcard, 

Address :—Hon. Librarian, ALBERT H. HARRIS, Buckhurst Hill, 
Essex. 


The Collectors Club. 


The 122nd meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the club 
rooms on Monday evening, July 10th, 1905. 

Present: Messrs. Dewing, von Hodenburg, Rich, Seott and Perrin. 

The meeting was called to order at 8.30 Pp. M. by the Vice-President. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The Treasurer’s report, showing a cash balance in bank of $645.88, 
Was approved as read. 

The report of the House Committee was read and received. 

The Literary Committee reported gifts to the Club of 22 vols. of 
philatelie literature by Mr. Chas. Gregory, to whom a vote of thanks 
was tendered. 

The Committee appointed to make all arrangements for moving the 
club to its new quarters reported as follows : 


NEW YorK, July 10th, 1905. 
To THE PRESIDENT OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB: 


Your committee appointed to attend to the arrangements for moving 
the club from their old building at 351 Fourth Ave. to 24 West 26th St., 
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beg to report that they have finished their labors and append hereto an 
itemized statement of the money handled by them, together with such 
vouchers as it has been possible to obtain. This account shows that 
your committee have received from donations by members and from the 
sale of furniture, together with the club’s appropriation of $100.00 (of 
which $92.00 only was used), a total of $456.00. The expenses have 
been $448.75, leaving a balance in the hands of your committee of $7.25, 
a check for which is enclosed. 

The work of the committee is now completed and the committee 
trusts that it meets with the approval of the Board of Governors. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jos. S. Ricw, Chairman. 


Account of money received and expended by the committee on 
moving to the new club house : 


P. F. Bruner, R25 00 Vogt, moving 16 00 
Kk. M. Carpenter, 5 00 Stern Bros. (shades) 7 80 
H. E. Deats, 5 00 Nails, ete. 75 
W. W. Dewing, 5 00 5 plaster casts 1 OO 
Stanley Gibbons, 25 00 Sereens, £ 00 
Chas. Gregory, 25 00 Supplies, 2 00 
G. EK. Jones, 25 00 Carpenter, 69 34 
J. Klemann, 25 00 Electrician, 92 00 
J. N. Luff, 25 00 Brunswick, B. Co. 8 00 
F. E. P. Lynde, 25 00 Curtain Hangers, 1 18 
J. C. Morgenthau, 25 00 Painter, 163 50 
Albert Perrin, 5 00 Stationery, 13 50 
Jos. 5. Rich, 25 00 Curtain hardware = 2 038 
H. Robinson, Dd 00 Flags, 8 00 
J. W. Scott, 25 00 Sign, L 50 
G. L. Toppan, 5 00 —_—— 
Billiard Toble(sold )50 00 S448 75 
Furniture sold 12 00 

Fixtures sold 7 00 

Club appropriation 92 00 

Furniture sold 15 00 


S456 00 
The report was approved and the committee was discharged with 
thanks. 
Adjourned at 9.10 P. M. 
ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary. 
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